
Sport Tourism Initiatives



What is Sport Tourism?

• Sport tourism resides at the intersection 
of sporting events and tourism

• It is one of the fastest growing segments 
of the global tourism industry

• The sporting industry is very resilient to 
economic downturns

• Sustainable annual events



Sport Tourism by CSTA

The Canadian Sport Tourism Alliance (CSTA) identifies sport tourism as a grassroots 
economic development initiative that is bringing together municipal, sporting and 
tourism partners in communities across the country to capitalize on sport bidding and 
hosting opportunities. The associated investments realized by communities through 
hosting sporting events provide benefits that extend well beyond isolated events; they 
can raise a community’s profile as a destination and build irreplaceable community and 
social capital and lasting legacies both of which provide long-term benefits for continued 
community development. Sport events also help build a positive brand and provide a 
valuable opportunity for showcasing communities as exciting and desirable destinations.



Tournament Capital of Ontario

• June 4, 1998
• Host hundreds of local, regional and provincial 

tournaments annually
• Proximity 
• Wayne Gretzky, “The Great One”
• Walter Gretzky



Annual Events
• Wayne Gretzky International Hockey Tournament
• Walter Gretzky Girls Hockey Tournament
• Walter Gretzky Street Hockey Tournament
• Paul Mitchell Invitational Basketball Tournament
• Brantford Soccer Classic
• Queen of Diamonds Softball Classic
• Q-META Rugby Cup
• Dance Canada Solo Finals



Tournament & Hosting Experience

• 2025 Special Olympics Ontario Summer 
Games

• 2023 Ontario 55+ Summer Games
• 2020 Mixed Doubles Curling Classic
• 2019 Ontario Artistic Swimming Novice & 

Master Championships
• 2018 Western Region LC Swim Championships
• 2017 Ontario ParaSport Winter Games



Support & Assistance

• Assist with developing bid packages for hosting tournaments or events
• Site-inspections
• Accommodations assistance
• Venue coordination
• Event promotion
• Visitor information
• Complimentary “Welcome Bags” with information on dining options, 

cultural venues, attractions and transportation



Sport Tourism Strategy

• 2018
• support the growth of the community and 

enhance the quality of life for residents and 
the surrounding area

• Strategic Priorities
• Financial, Operational, Competitive 

Advantage, Marketing, Partnering, 
Infrastructure



Brantford and Area Sports Hall of Recognition

• Est. 1984
• Renovations 2014
• Located inside Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre
• 3,000 square feet
• Inductee artifact and memorabilia displays
• Honour Wall of Recognition
• Interactive Inductee Touch Screen Zones
• Mini Theatre and Wayne Gretzky Tribute Area





Kara Davey

Games Accommodations Chair

Manager of Tourism, Culture and Sport

City of Brantford

WELCOME



August 9 – 11, 2023

brantfordbrantgames.ca



August 9 – 11, 2023

brantfordbrantgames.ca

3 Days

18 Events 

15 Venues

1,040 Participants

221 Volunteers



brantfordbrantgames.ca

Overview

The Games are delivered in partnership with the Ministry of 

Tourism, Culture and Sport, the Ontario Games Program and 

the Ontario Senior Games Association.

Athletes qualify to participate in the Brantford/County of Brant 

Games through their local District Games. 



Ontario Senior Games Association

brantfordbrantgames.ca

Vision

All Ontarians 55+ are social and active 

within their communities and beyond.

Mission

To Provide a network built on support and 

collaboration for social and active 

opportunities for Ontarians 55+.

osga55plus.ca



Ontario Senior Games Association

brantfordbrantgames.ca

Ontario is broken down into 5 Regions 

comprising of 36 Districts.

District 25: Brant/Haldimand/Norfolk

Each District can send representatives to 

the Provincial Games to compete. 

$15.00 yearly membership fee.



Sports at the Games



5 Pin Bowling

Beach Volleyball

Bid Euchre

Euchre

Bocce

Carpet Bowling

Contract Bridge

Cribbage

Cycling

Darts

Floor Shuffleboard

Golf

Lawn Bowling

Pickleball

Billiards (pool)

Running

Slo Pitch

Swimming

Tennis

Prediction Walking

Sports at the Games



brantfordbrantgames.ca

Sponsorship



99 Days Out Event

Wednesday, May 3, 2023

Beckett Recreation Centre

219 Colborne St, Brantford, ON

1:00pm – 3:00pm

• Launch of the Games

• Unveiling of Awards

• Showcase The Games Events

brantfordbrantgames.ca



The Torch announces the Games and spreads the message of 

peace and friendship, lighting of the Cauldron allows the 

Games to begin.

City of Brantford

Wayne Gretzky Sports Centre

Wednesday, August 9, 2023

The Pride of Districts welcomes 

competitors to the Games and 

unifies all in competition and respect. 

Opening Ceremony



County of Brant

Paris

Thursday, August 10, 2023

Middle Night Event

This private event offers a social outing for all participants to 

mingle while enjoying the flavors and entertainment from 

around the area.



• 87% of out-of-town attendees 
stayed overnight 

• average party size of 1.4 
people 

• average 1.9 night stays/pp
• $1.1 million in overall 

economic activity in Ontario
• $878,211 in economic activity 

in Brantford and County of 
Brant. 

Economic Impact



• Surplus of $82,016.71
• $15,000 donated to The 

Grand River Council on Aging
• $5,000 donation to District 25 

Ontario Senior Games 
Association

• $20,672.24 to County of Brant
• Remaining $41,344.47 City 

funds to support 55+ sports

Legacy Fund



THANK YOU

brantfordbrantgames.ca
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